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Repent of Injustice 

Bible Background• JEREMIAH 22 
Printed Text • JEREMIAH 22:1-10 I Devotional Reading • PSALM 72:1-17 

------Aim for Change------

By the end of the lesson, we will: RECOGNIZE that the covenant relationship between 
God and His people requires justice, REPENT for injustice and seek to deliver the 
oppressed, and BECOME active agents of deliverance for the oppressed. 

----------- In Focus -----------

The Quency Farm was a beautiful place. There were horses to ride, chickens to feed, 
and a wonderful petting zoo with a few exotic animals. The groundskeeper and the farm 
manager were excellent to work for, and the staff was friendly and fun. Schoolchildren 
and tourists would visit the farm. People enjoyed the sweet corn grown on the Quency 
Farm, and everyone purchased some before they left the farm. 

Mr. Quency loved his farm more than anything. His family would try to have him 
slow down and just enjoy the farm, but he would not. If he wasn't walking, talking, or 
coming up with a new plan for the visitors to enjoy the farm, then things weren't going 
right. His best friends warned him that one day it could be taken away, and he needed 
to relax and thank the Lord for his blessings. Mr. Quency told them to stop talking such 
foolishness. God would never take his farm away. Even after he died, he knew the family 
would maintain the farm just fine. 

One day, strong winds and heavy rains came and the forecast looked bad. Mr. Quency 
knew he could keep the farm afloat for about three days, but if it lasted longer than that, 
he would lose the farm. After a week of torrential downpours, Mr. Quency's beloved 
farm was ruined. Mrs. Quency saw her husband shed a tear as he looked up to the sky. 

What do you hold onto so dearly? How would you react if you lost something you deeply 
cherished? 

------Keep in Mind------

"Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out 
of th.e hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the strangerj the fatherless, 

nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this place'' (Jeremiah 22:3, KJV). 



Focal Verses

KJV Jeremiah 22:1 Thus saith the 
LORD; Go down to the house of the 

king ofJudah, and speak there this word, 
2 And say, Hear the word of the LORD, 0 

king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne of 
David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people 
that enter in by these gates: 

3 Thus saith the LORD; Execute ye judgment 
and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out 
of the hand of the oppressor: and do no wrong, 
do no violence to the stranger, the fatherless, 
nor the widow, neither shed innocent blood in 
this place. 

4 For if ye do this thing indeed, then shall 
there enter in by the gates of this house kings 
sitting upon the throne of David, riding in 
chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, 
and his people. 

5 But if ye will not hear these words, I swear 
by myself, saith the LORD, that this house shall 
become a desolation. 

6 For thus saith the LORD unto the king's 
house of Judah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and 
the head of Lebanon: yet surely I will make thee 
a wilderness, and cities which are not inhabited. 

7 And I will prepare destroyers against thee, 
every one with his weapons: and they shall cut 
down thy choice cedars, and cast them into the 
fire. 

8 And many nations shall pass by this city, 
and they shall say every man to his neighbour, 
Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this 
great city? 

9 Then they shall answer, Because they have 
forsaken the covenant of the LORD their God, 
and worshipped other gods, and served them. 

10 Weep ye not for the dead, neither bemoan 
him: but weep sore for him that goeth away: 
for he shall return no more, nor see his native 
country. 

NLT Jeremiah 22:1 This is what the 
LORD said to me: "Go over and 

speak directly to the king ofJudah. Say to him, 
2 'Listen to this message from the LORD, 

you king of Judah, sitting on David's throne. 
Let your attendants and your people listen, too. 

3 This is what the LORD says: Be fair
minded and just. Do what is right! Help those 
who have been robbed; rescue them from 
their oppressors. Quit your evil deeds! Do not 
mistreat foreigners, orphans, and widows. Stop 
murdering the innocent! 

4 If you obey me, there will always be a 
descendant of David sitting on the throne here 
in Jerusalem. The king will ride through the 
palace gates in chariots and on horses, with his 
parade of attendants and subjects. 

5 But if you refuse to pay attention to this 
warning, I swear by my own name, says the 
LORD, that this palace will become a pile of 
rubble:" 

6 Now this is what the LORD says concerning 
Judah's royal palace: "I love you as much as 
fruitful Gilead and the green forests of Lebanon. 
But I will turn you into a desert, with no one 
living within your walls. 

7 I will call for wreckers, who will bring out 
their tools to dismantle you. They will tear out 
all your fine cedar beams and throw them on 
the fire. 

8 People from many nations will pass by the 
ruins of this city and say to one another, 'Why 
did the LORD destroy such a great city?' 

9 And the answer will be, 'Because they 
violated their covenant with the LORD their 
God by worshiping other gods:" 

10 Do not weep for the dead king or mourn 
his loss. Instead, weep for the captive king being 
led away! For he will never return to see his 
native land again. 



The People, Places, and Times 
Throne of David. When David offered to 

build the Temple for God in Jerusalem, the 
prophet Samuel delivered God's response that 
David would not build God a house, but that 
God would build David a house, a line of kings to 
reign forever, as long as they remained faithful 

At-A-Glance 

1. Responding to God's Call to the Powerful
c22:1-5) 

2. Remembering God's Covenant with God's I
People (vv. 6-10) 

to the Lord (2 Samuel 7:12). In His covenant 
with David, God promised that a descendant 
from David's family line would be the eternal 
king who would rule over God's people and all 
nations of the world (Isaiah 9:6-37; Micah 5:2, 
4). Such stability in the royal line would have 
allowed the nation to prosper in peace, without 
infighting among princes vying for the throne. 
Unfortunately, since not even David's son 
managed to remain faithful to God throughout 
his reign, God allowed the kingdom to split, and 
the throne of David was not as powerful. When 
His people and their kings continued in sin, 
God allowed Babylonia to conquer them and 
overthrow the king on David's throne. The Lord 
would not fail in keeping His covenant, though. 
Through the royal line of David, the King of 
kings was born, and He will reign forever. 

Background 
This passage is particularly powerful because 

this chapter is nestled between two chapters 
that express that the destruction and exile of 
Judah are inevitable. This chapter finds the 
prophet Jeremiah expressing the grounds for 
the Babylonians leading the people of Judah 
away from their land, and those grounds are 
the people of Judah's blatant disregard for 
the covenant. However, their dismissal is not 
permanent. God always provides an opportunity 
to return home. No matter how far away they 
go and even if they cannot immediately return 
physically, they can return to the "hometown" 
values, which are epitomized by the covenant. 

From what places is God calling us? What are 
the values that God is calling us to return to? 

In Depth 
1. Responding to God's Call to the Powerful

(22:1-5) 
The message that God has the prophet speak to 

the king ofJudah and his entourage is a simple set 
of imperatives. These instructions are not difficult 
to understand: Make decisions based on fairness; 
look out for those who have not been given an 
adequate opportunity because an individual 
or institution has robbed them; do not add any 
extra burden to people who already have a hard 
time whether they are immigrants, children, or 
disenfranchised women; don't harm people just 
because you can. These capture what God wants 
from the government ofJudah. 

The message is addressed to the leadership, 
because if they respond to God's call,. then the 
people whom they lead will be affected by their 
decisions. It is important to note that people suffer 
because of bad leadership at a national level. We 
should not swiftly move past the addressees in 
the passage and apply this message to everyone. 
Although these are values that all of God's people 
should espouse, it is important that those with 
power use their power appropriately and model 
justice. Any government that shows favoritism to 
certain groups of people or further pushes down 
the downtrodden or increases obstacles for the 
already dispossessed is a government that has 
chosen to refuse to heed the call of God. Instead of 
siding with consolation, they choose to side with 
desolation. 

In what ways do our nation and its leaders 
refuse to answer God's call? 
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2. Remembering God's Covenant with

God's People (vv. 6-10) 

The prophet imagines the nation in ruins. 
When people from other places inquire about 
how Jerusalem arrived at this point of despair, 
their answer will contain three actions that were 
committed: (1) abandoning the covenant, (2) 
worshiping other gods, and (3) serving other 
gods. From the earlier passage, it would seem 
that .the cause of the destruction is rooted in 
not properly valuing humans, but the charge of 
idolatry is about incorrectly prioritizing God. 
The leadership's and the people's actions toward 
other humans are fundamentally connected to 
an improper view of God. If the people of Judah 
believed that they could be in good standing 
with God and God's covenant while being in 
bad standing with vulnerable people, then they 
neither understood the terms of the covenant 
nor the divine party with whom they were in 
the covenant. They should not expect God to 
execute the covenant while they exploit those 
created in God's image. 

Furthermore, not understanding how a 
person or nation's actions are related to their 
relationship with God leads that person or nation 
to actually worship a god that is not the true God. 
Such a mistake in thinking can lead people to 
overestimate their value in God's eyes. Verse 6 
gives a glimpse into this. Although the house of 
the king ofJudah is precious to God as prime real 
estate, God will leave it vacant and dilapidated 
if they use their privilege for pushing others 
down rather than helping them up. Lebanon 
was known for its valuable cedars, which could 
represent the value of God's chosen people to 
God. However, God does not mind destroying 
what we consider important if our importance 
is rooted in the marginalization of other people. 

Not only has the house of Judah improperly 
valued God and worshiped an idol, they 
actually serve or enslave themselves to this 
image. This is a god with whom they did not 

make a covenant, and this is a god who allows 
for the people to mistreat others without 
consequence. This is the god to whom the house 
of Judah enslaves itself. They choose to serve 
this non-god and become participants in a non
covenant, abandoning God and God's covenant. 
This in one way leaves them in a position worse 
than death (v. 10). However, in another way this 
puts into relief the gravity of the consequences 
of injustice and reminds the audience that they 
should return, repent, and go home before they 
are in a place of no return. Rather than forsake 
the covenant, they should forsake their pursuit 
of a god of greed, self-centeredness, pride, and 
lust that leads to destruction. 

What are some things that we consider more 
important than God considers them? What 
have we sold ourselves to that contributes to the 
growth of injustice? 

Search the Scriptures 
1. Why is it important that the prophet

mentions David in his utterance against the 
house of David (Jeremiah 22:2)? What does 
David represent? 

2. Whom does Jeremiah directly address in this
prophecy? Who all can hear his words ( v. 2)? Why 
is it important that more hear that are addressed? 

Discuss the Meaning 
God calls His people to respond to His 

simple call to execute justice in their lives 
and in the lives of the people over whom they 
have decision-making authority. These are the 
values that the leadership and people of Judah 
have left behind. God is calling for them to 
repent and return to Him. With Him, their 
covenant a relationship is intact. With Him, the 
God of justice reigns and not the god of self
centeredness. With Him, treating people right 
is a prerequisite to being in relationship with 
God. These calls to respond and remember are 
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urgent, because the further away one goes, the 
longer and more difficult it is to return. 

In what ways do we and our nation need to 
return to God? What have we forgotten about God 
and our covenant that allows us to mistreat others? 

Liberating Lesson 
Some Americans consistently have difficulty 

recognizing the humanity of immigrants, 
especially those who are Black and brown. 
Atrocities have happened at our borders where 
we mistreat children. Many people have to hide 
under the radar and become invisible for their 
own survival. The way we treat these people is 
how God determines our faithfulness to the 
covenant. God wants us to remind them that 
He sees them, even though their safety may be 
in jeopardy if certain government officials see 
them. Although people ignore the hateful words 
of politicians that make whole populations feel 
forsaken, the Lord wants us to fully integrate 
those populations into the family of God. This 
should compel us not only to sympathize with 
our brothers and sisters but also to repent 
for when we did not prioritize their safety, 
salvation, and vindication. 

Application for Activation 
In our prayer life, it is important to have 

a correct image of the God to whom we are 
praying. We indeed do pray to a gracious God, 
but it is also needful to remember that we are 
praying to a God who loves justice. Let that 
guide what we pray for and whom we pray 
for. Let us not only pray for but actively seek 
people whom we come across that need to be 
covered with justice and salvation. Whether it is 
providing money or volunteering or organizing, 
let us be moved to help set people free. We 
should remember our covenant values and 
remember people's humanity, act with justice, 
and not add any extra obstacle to people who 

are already burdened. We should actually work 
to alleviate those very burdens. 

Follow the Spirit 
What God wants me to do: 

Remember Your Thoughts 
Special insights I have learned: 

More Light on the Text 
Jeremiah 22: 1-10 
1 Thus saith the LORD; Go down to the 

house of the king of Judah, and speak there 

this word, 2 And say, Hear the word of the 

LORD, 0 king ofJudah, that sittest upon the 

throne of David, thou, and thy servants, and 

thy people that enter in by these gates: 

Jeremiah 22: 1-10 continues a series of 
messages from the Lord to the kings of Judah. 
In general, these messages "indict" or criticize 
them for their sins and then declare God's 
judgment against them for their wrongdoing. 
The first message in Jeremiah 21:11-14 had 
commanded the kings to practice justice or else 
they would meet God's fiery wrath-not only 
the king but all of Jerusalem with them. 
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